
Dean R. Gerstein, who serves as vice provost, director of research, and research 
professor, came to CGU in 2006 with deep experience in research and administration, 
including the leadership of major studies on alcohol, drug, and tobacco use; criminal 
behavior; and science policy. At the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) at the 
University of Chicago from 1990-2006, his roles included senior vice president; founding 
director of both the Washington DC office and the Department of Substance Abuse, 
Mental Health and Criminal Justice Studies; and principal investigator of the Gambling 
Impact and Behavior Study, California Drug and Alcohol Treatment Assessment, 
National Treatment Improvement Evaluation Study, and Arrestee Drug Abuse 
Monitoring program, among other projects. His work at NORC built on earlier 
experience (1978-1992) as a study director, principal staff officer, and co-author of 15 
reports from the National Academy of Sciences, including Alcohol and Public Policy, An 
Analysis of Marijuana Policy, Treating Drug Problems, Reduced Tar and Nicotine 
Cigarettes, Preventing Drug Abuse, Commonalities in Substance Abuse and Habitual 
Behavior, and Leading Edges in Social and Behavioral Science. At CGU he has played a key 
role in expanding the level and breadth of research activity, facilitating cooperation 
across the consortium, and enhancing the work of the Institutional Review Board. 
 
A Los Angeles native, he went to Reed College and then Harvard University, where he 
received a Ph.D. in sociology, and he has held postdoctoral fellowships and faculty 
positions at UCLA and UCSD. He has authored/coauthored more than 75 books and 
research articles, largely transdisciplinary in nature, including venues such as Annual 
Review of Sociology, Managerial and Decision Economics, Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology, American Journal of Public Health, Journal of Gambling Studies, and New 
England Journal of Medicine. He has also written more than 50 reports to federal, state, 
and local government agencies, published occasional pieces in newspapers such as the 
Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, and St Louis Post-Dispatch, and lectured at the 
Library of Congress, Science Center Berlin, and National Addiction Centre, London. 
 
He has four daughters and two grand-daughters, co-publishes research on gambling with 
his wife, Marianna Toce-Gerstein, decompresses by singing tenor in choral ensembles, 
and lives in Upland. 
 


