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Academic Program

Coordinated by the core faculty of the Graduate University,
the faculty in history draws on the combined faculties of The
Claremont Colleges with a resulting staff equivalent to that of a
major university. Yet, because of the unique organization of the
Graduate University, the history faculty can emphasize individual
instruction in seminars.

The History Department has followed a policy of limited enroll-
ment so students have maximum access to staff and facilities. A
small number of students enter the program each year and are
carefully selected on the basis of interest and proven ability.

The faculty in history offers three distinct programs, each leading
to advanced degrees in history. At the master’s degree level, the
comparatively conventional history program offers a wide vari-
ety of major fields (see below), and at the doctoral level the pro-
gram offers concentrations in United States and European his-
tory. In addition, the faculty in history offer multidisciplinary pro-
grams in American studies and in European studies.
Interdisciplinary studies are especially important as they reflect
the multicultural elements in American and European history.
This emphasis is encouraged in all history degree programs.

The history program provides advanced professional education
as preparation for a variety of careers. Traditionally, historians
have worked in academic settings as scholars and teachers, or in
closely related institutions such as libraries, archives, and muse-
ums. Increasingly, however, advanced education in history is
being regarded as broad-based humanistic training, equipping
students with research capabilities, analytical methods, and com-
munications skills that are useful in many fields. The History
Department welcomes students who wish to teach in secondary
schools, community colleges, four-year universities, and students
who intend non-teaching careers.

Instruction in history is carried on in seminars. Classes are small
and each student’s program is designed individually. A favorable
student-faculty ratio allows for an unusual amount of individual
attention from faculty members. Students work with faculty
advisers in planning their course of study; candidates for the
Ph.D. work closely with a faculty committee composed of pro-
fessors in the student’s fields of study.

The Libraries of The Claremont Colleges provide excellent
research facilities and resources. Also in Claremont is the library
of the Claremont School of Theology. The Huntington Library,
one of the world’s finest research libraries for English and
American history, is in nearby San Marino.

MASTER’S PROGRAM
Master of Arts Degree

Course Requirements. A candidate for the M.A. must com-
plete a minimum of 36 units with grades of B or better. At
least 24 of these must be in history; the remaining 12 may be
either in history or in an allied discipline, subject to the
approval of the student’s advisor. A minimum of 16 units
must be in one of the following fields of history, and will con-
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stitute the student’s major field of emphasis: the United
States, including the colonial period; Great Britain; early
modern Europe; modern Europe; or intellectual history. Each
student must take at least five history seminar courses in the
300 range, including HIST 300.

Research Paper. A candidate must write one substantive
research paper judged as acceptable for this requirement by
the history faculty.

Thesis. A candidate must demonstrate competence in
research by presenting a thesis. The thesis should be a work
based on original research in source materials.

Language Requirement. The candidate must demonstrate
reading proficiency in historical materials in one foreign lan-
guage. This requirement may be met in any of the ways spec-
ified in the “Languages and Research Tools” section under the
“Doctor of Philosophy Degree” section that follows.
European studies students must demonstrate proficiency in
either French or German.

Residence Requirement. For residence and other general
requirements, see the “Degree Regulations” section in this
Bulletin.

Receiving an M.A. while working toward a Ph.D. A stu-
dent admitted to the Ph.D. program after having received a
bachelor’s degree, is eligible to apply for a master’s degree
along the way to that Ph.D. However, if the student already
has an M.A,, the student is not eligible to apply for another
M.A. from CGU.

Students who want to receive an M.A. while working toward
the Ph.D. should write a letter to the history faculty stating
their intention. They should have completed 36 units of
required master’s degree graduate courses at CGU, passed the
foreign language exam, and written two substantive research
papers using primary historical resources in CGU history
courses for which the student received grades of B+ or better.
The student should include the two research papers with the
letter and attach it to the Final Approval of Master’s Degree
Form. (=) If the student has met the three requirements
cited above, the student must file an Intent to Receive a
Degree Form () in the Office of Admission and Records
and the student will be granted an M.A. at the next degree
date specified in the “Academic Calendar” of The Bulletin.

DOCTORAL PROGRAM
Doctor of Philosophy Degree

For general requirements, see the section on “Degree
Regulations” in this Bulletin.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Course Requirements. Course and dissertation research
unit registration must equal 72 units total. The student must
complete with grades of B or better at least 48 units of work
in history courses taught by the graduate faculty of The
Claremont Colleges, including HIST 300 and Tutorial
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Reading courses but excluding research courses in the 400
range. If a student has completed graduate work in history at
another institution, transfer credit for up to 24 units may be
permitted. For requirements in American studies or
European studies, see the appropriate sections below.

Transdisciplinary Course Requirement. All students who
enter the doctoral program after the fall 2004 semester are
required to complete the transdisciplinary course require-
ment within the first two years of their program. For details
on the requirement, see the “Doctor of Philosophy Degree”
section in this Bulletin.

Residence Requirements. For residence and other require-
ments, see the section on “Degree Regulations” in this Bulletin.

Supervisory Committee. A student admitted into the doc-
toral program in history will be assigned an advisor. With fac-
ulty approval, the student’s advisor may be changed.

Research Papers. Before a student can take the qualifying
examinations, he/she must complete two substantive research
papers that come out of research seminars, graduate reading
courses, or tutorials with grades of B+ or better. The student’s
advisor will determine whether credit is given for a particu-
lar paper. Ph.D. students are expected to complete one sub-
stantive research paper by the end of their third semester.

Languages and Research Tools. The student must demon-
strate proficiency in two foreign languages or in one foreign
language and an approved research tool. Foreign language
proficiency is demonstrated when the student passes a lan-
guage exam for reading comprehension. European studies
students must demonstrate proficiency in French and
German; at the discretion of the supervisory committee, an
alternative language may be substituted if particularly perti-
nent to a student’s area of interest.

With the advisor’s approval, a Ph.D. student may substitute
the second language requirement with Digital Humanities
(HUM 340), (research tool). No degree units will be given for
this research tool. This workshop is normally offered during
the summer session.

With the approval of the supervisory committee, a student major-
ing in American history or American studies may substitute a
research tool for the second language, but no degree credit can
be given for courses taken as substitute research tools.

Qualifying Examinations. A demonstration of competence in
three fields (a major field and two minor fields) is required of all
history and American studies students. Students are eligible to
take qualifying exams upon completion of the required units of
coursework and completion of language requirements. Before a
student can take the qualifying examinations, he/she must com-
plete two substantive research papers, as noted above under
“Research Papers” The student should check with the doctoral
support secretary to make sure that his/her file is complete and
reflects eligibility for the qualifying exams.

The major field exam is four hours and each minor field exam is
three hours. Students are expected to take all three exams within
the same week and to take the one-hour oral exam (attended by

all three committee members) within two weeks of having com-
pleted and passed the written exams. Scheduling exams takes time
and energy and should be planned ahead with some flexibility.
Include the doctoral support secretary in the scheduling discus-
sions with committee members because he/she reserves the room
and computer and oversees the paperwork. Students may not take
any notes, books, or computer disks into the exam room unless
by prior written permission of the professor giving the exam.

Dissertation Requirements. Every student must submit an
acceptable dissertation prospectus for approval by his/her disser-
tation committee. This committee, recommended by the History
Department chair in consultation with the student, consists of no
fewer than three members, one of whom serves as dissertation
supervisor. Each candidate must prepare an acceptable disserta-
tion under the guidance of the supervisory committee, to be
defended in a final public oral examination. A draft of the dis-
sertation, which takes into account the criticisms by the major
advisor and is acceptable to the major advisor, must be completed
by the deadline listed in the academic calendar located in the front
of The Bulletin. This draft must be in a form suitable for sub-
mission to the other readers. Deadlines for completion in final
form are also listed in the academic calendar.

CONCENTRATIONS

American Studies Program

The History Department offers advanced degrees in history with
a specialization (concentration) in American studies, designed
for graduate students who prefer a multidisciplinary approach to
the history and character of American culture and society. The
core of the CGU American studies program is American history.
The assumption of the program is that multidisciplinary stud-
ies enhance the study of American history, and degree programs
are intended to reflect that. Minor fields will be arranged indi-
vidually between the student and his/her advisors to take advan-
tage of the extensive resources of The Claremont Colleges and to
reflect the student’s interests and desired emphases in studying
the history of civilization in America. The minor fields should
support the major and can be drawn from existing faculties and
disciplines represented in The Claremont Colleges consortium.

Fields of Study. Students must demonstrate competence in
three fields (a major field and two minor fields). The major field
encompasses a period or thematic aspect of U.S. history (e.g. the
colonial period or western history). Students may choose their
two minor fields from among the following categories: thematic
approaches to U.S. history (e.g. Chicano history); a related dis-
cipline in the social sciences or humanities (e.g. American liter-
ature); a comparative topic outside the major field (e.g. modern
history); or an interdisciplinary thematic topic of the student’s
creation (e.g. urban problems, popular culture, science and tech-
nology, and American women’s literature). Students are expected
to work in disciplines other than history. At least one minor field
must reflect the multidisciplinary vantage point of American
studies. The student’s supervisory committee in consultation
with the chair of the program must approve the selection of
fields. At least one, but no more than two, U.S. historians serve
on a student’s committee.



Requirements for the M.A. Degree. See the “Degree
Regulations” section in this Bulletin for residence and other
general requirements. A candidate for the M.A. in American
studies must complete a minimum of 36 units; at least 16 of
these must be in American history. The remaining 20 units
must be taken in at least two fields of American studies, one
of which must be in an allied subject or discipline, to be
determined by the student in consultation with a faculty
advisor; at least 12 units must be taken in one of these fields.
For definition of fields of study, see above. Every master’s pro-
gram must include HIST 300. Two seminars must be in
American history.

Requirements for the Ph.D. Degree. For general require-
ments, supervisory committee, research tools, preliminary
examinations, qualifying examinations, and dissertation
requirements, see the “Doctor of Philosophy Degree” section
above. The student must complete at least 48 units of work in
American studies courses taught by the graduate faculty of
The Claremont Colleges, including Tutorial Reading courses
but excluding research courses in the 400 range. At least 28
units must be in the major field of American history and the
remaining 20 units in two allied minor fields agreed upon by
the student in consultation with the student’s supervisory
committee. If a student has had graduate work in American
history or American studies at another institution, transfer
credit for up to 24 units may be recommended, but in no
instance will such credit be sufficient to meet any field
requirements in the doctoral program of Claremont
Graduate University. Courses, transfer credit, and disserta-
tion research must equal at least 72 units.

European Studies Program

The student may bring to the European studies program an
undergraduate background in one of several disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences. For both the doctorate and the
master’s degree, every effort is made to encourage the student to
create an individual course of study in close consultation with
an advisor.

The program equips the student with new and traditional meth-
ods of research and with the skills to teach general courses in
European civilization, general humanities courses, interdiscipli-
nary courses, and specialized courses in European cultural and
intellectual history.

Course offerings are tailored to the needs and concerns of stu-
dents in the program, but the program’s emphasis lies in mod-
ern and early modern European cultural and intellectual history.

Requirements for the M.A. Degree. Eight of the required 36
units of graduate study must be in history, and at least five sem-
inar courses must be in the 300 range, including HIST 300. Two
fields must be presented, with 16 units accumulated in the major
field and 8 in the minor. See the “Master of Arts Degree” section
above for thesis and language requirements.

Requirements for the Ph.D. Degree. The student will be
required to take at least 72 units of graduate courses including
dissertation research. Each student must complete at least six
300-level seminar courses, half of which must be in history, at or
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under the auspices of Claremont Graduate University. A read-
ing knowledge of a second European language must be demon-
strated before the student can take the qualifying examinations.
Two major fields and one minor field will be covered in both
written and oral exams to be passed after the conclusion of for-
mal coursework. For the minor field, a student may choose to
design an area of study; for example, the history of philosophy
from Kant to Heidegger or the development of the novel. See the
“Doctor of Philosophy Degree” section above for requirements
for qualifying examinations and the dissertation.

Oral History (research tool)

Since 1962, the Graduate University has offered training in oral
history, in recognition of the value of oral history as a research
technique for developing and preserving historical materials. The
program was the third university program of its kind to be estab-
lished in California and one of the earliest nationwide.

The department offers an oral history research tool course once
a year. Students may take this course to fulfill a Ph.D. research
tool, but will not receive unit credit if they choose to do so.

Courses

Following is a selection of courses offered recently in his-
tory. All courses are 4 units each unless otherwise indicated.
For a current course schedule, please contact the arts and
humanities office.

* Civil War and Reconstruction

* Topics in Environmental History of the U.S.

* Topics in American Intellectual and Cultural

History

* U.S.Women's History

* Intellectual History of the U.S. South

*Women and Biography

* War and American Culture

* Nineteenth-Century U.S. Social History

* Twentieth-Century U.S. Social History

* Cold War America: A Social and Cultural History

* Religious History of the U.S.

* Social Reform in America

* Cold War America: a Social and Cultural History

* California and the West

* History of Genocide

* The Enlightenment

* Nineteenth-and Twentieth-Century European
Intellectual and Social History

*Women's Lives in Early Modern Europe

* History of Human Rights

OTHER COURSES

Any history course in the 100 range taught at one of The
Claremont Colleges by any member of the graduate faculty is
available for graduate credit to master’s students and first year
Ph.D. students. Permission from the chair of the faculty in his-
tory is required before graduate students may take these courses
for credit. All are four units each. Students in history, American
studies, and European studies may take such courses.
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