PUSHING THE FRONTIERS OF A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD

CHAIRMAN GLENN, PRESIDENT EVERHART, DISTINGUISHED TRUSTEES
AND FACULTY AND HONOREES, THE CLASS OF 2005 AND THEIR FAMILY
AND FRIENDS.

IT IS A GREAT HONOR THAT HAS BEEN BESTOWED ASKING ME TO ADDRESS
YOU ON THIS MOMENTOUS DAY IN YOUR LIVES. THE ONLY THING I
REMEMBER ABOUT THE SPEECH AT MY COMMENCEMENT FIFTY-FIVE
YEARS AGO WAS THAT IT WAS TOO LONG!! LAST NIGHT I WAS TOLD I HAVE
AN ADDITIONAL ELEVEN MINUTES LEFT OVER FROM 1990, FOR A GRAND
TOTAL OF 31 MINUTES. RELAX, I WON’T USE IT.

LIFE IS FILLED WITH CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES. IT IS MY HOPE
THAT THE CHALLENGES PROVIDED TO YOU DURING YOUR YEARS AT THIS
VENERABLE INSTITUTION WILL HELP YOU SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITIES
THAT AWAIT YOU AND OVERCOME WHATEVER CHALLENGES LIE IN YOUR
PATH.

AS YOU GO FORTH TO SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT AWAIT, PERMIT ME
TO OFFER YOU THE SIMPLE GOAL IN LIFE -- THAT IN SOME WAY YOU WILL
HAVE MADE THIS A BETTER WORLD FOR THOSE THAT FOLLOW.

AS YOU LEAVE THESE GROUNDS TO EMBARK ON YOUR LIFE’S WORK, IT IS
NOT A SIMPLE PLACID WORLD THAT AWAITS YOU. MY GENERATION
SUCCESSFULLY FOUGHT AND WON A WORLDWIDE COLD WAR. BUT WE
BEQUEATH TO YOU A CHAOTIC WORLD FILLED WITH CLASHES ALONG
ETHNIC, TRIBAL AND RELIGIOUS LINES. IT HAS ALWAYS AMAZED ME
THAT SOME OF THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE, MOST VICIOUS ACTS AGAINST
OTHER HUMANS THROUGHOUT RECORDED HISTORY HAVE BEEN
UNDERTAKEN UNDER THE CLOAK OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES INCREASINGLY AFFORD THE WARRIORS THE
OPPORTUNITY TO INFLICT DAMAGE AT GREATER DISTANCES AND WITH
WIDER IMPACT ON UNSUSPECTING POPULATIONS. NEW WEAPONS OF
DESTRUCTION IN THE HANDS OF STATE SUPPORTED TERRORISM AND THE
ACCELERATED INTERNATIONAL FLOW OF ILLEGAL NARCOTICS
SURROUND US. THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR
THE NEAR INSTANTANEOUS FLOW OF INFORMATION PROVIDE US QUICK
GLIMPSES OF SUFFERING, STARVATION, THE RAVAGES OF CONFLICT. YET
THE ABSENCE OF RAPID MEANS TO SOLVE THESE CHALLENGES, OR AT



LEAST TO AMELIORATE THEM, PRODUCES INSTANT FRUSTRATION THAT
WE CAN’T FIND QUICK AND EASY SOLUTIONS.

AWARENESS IS GRADUALLY INCREASING OF OTHER CHALLENGES — OVER
POPULATION, NEW FORMS OF PESTILENCE, THREATS TO THE
ENVIRONMENT THAT SURROUND US. MY GENERATION HAS SEEN THE
ERADICATION OF SMALL POX -- AND THE EMERGENCE OF AIDS. SURELY
THERE ARE ADVANCES OF SCIENCE POSSIBLE WHICH WILL LET YOU
SUCCESSFULLY ATTACK AND SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. THE REAL
CHALLENGE MAY BE IN BRINGING FOCUS TO WHAT CAN BE
ACCOMPLISHED, TO FIND THE BUILDING BLOCKS WHICH, WHEN
ASSEMBLED, CORRECTLY PROVIDE THE LARGER PICTURE.

RECOGNIZING WHAT NEEDS TO BE CHANGED AND DEVISING THE BEST
WAYS TO ACHIEVE CHANGE WILL BE ONE OF YOUR CHALLENGES. ON A
WORLD SCALE, INSTITUTIONS, ORGANIZATIONS, ALLIANCES NEED TO BE
CHANGED TO DEAL WITH THE EVOLVING WORLD. ARRANGEMENTS
WHICH SERVED US WELL IN WINNING A COLD WAR ARE PROVING
INADEQUATE IN DEALING WITH THE CHAOTIC WORLD WHICH HAS
FOLLOWED. ON A NATIONAL LEVEL, WE ARE IN A PERIOD OF
REEXAMINATION OF THE PROPER RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT
AND OF THE INDIVIDUAL. YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP
REDEFINE WHAT WE EXPECT OF GOVERNMENT AND WHAT WE EXPECT OF
THE INDIVIDUAL. IN THAT DEFINING PROCESS THERE WILL BE A
PARTICULAR NEED FOR COMPASSION IN HELPING THOSE WHO ARE LESS
FORTUNATE, WHO HAVE LESSER CAPABILITIES.

ON THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, THERE WILL BE THE NEED AND
OPPORTUNITIES TO PUSH FRONTIERS, CREATE NEW THEORIES, DEVELOP
NEW TOOLS WHICH HARNESS EVOLVING TECHNOLOGIES AND
ACCELERATE YOUR ABILITY TO UNLOCK SECRETS WE COULD NOT
DISCERN IN THE PAST. ON THE COMMERCIAL FRONT, THERE WILL BE NEW
INDUSTRIES TO CREATE, NEW WAYS TO REVITALIZE EXISTING INDUSTRIES,
NEW JOBS TO CREATE, TO ENHANCE THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF THE
SOCIETY AT LARGE. IN ALL OF THESE, FULL USE OF YOUR INTELLECT
WILL BE DEMANDED AND YOU SHOULD NEVER BE BASHFUL ABOUT
PURSUING YOUR IDEAS.

HOPEFULLY THIS UNIVERSITY WILL ALSO HAVE HELPED YOU
UNDERSTAND AND DEFINE YOUR OWN CHARACTER. NOTWITHSTANDING
THE MONOTONOUS MESSAGE FROM MUCH OF THE MODERN MEDIA,
CHARACTER DOES MATTER. WHEN YOU LOOK IN THE MIRROR EACH
MORNING MAY YOU ALWAYS SEE IN THE REFLECTION THAT YOUR



INTEGRITY IS INTACT, THAT HONESTY AND FAIRNESS ARE TRULY WORDS
YOU LIVE BY.

AS YOU LEAVE THESE SURROUNDINGS WITH ONE OF THE BEST
EDUCATIONS THAT CAN BE FOUND ON THIS GLOBE, YOU WILL FIND YOU
ALSO HAVE NEW RESPONSIBILITIES. SOME WILL BE MUNDANE —
EFFECTIVELY MANAGING TIME, WHEN NO ONE TELLS YOU WHAT TIME
YOU NEED TO BE IN CLASS. AS YOU BEGIN TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION
FOR YOUR APPLICATION OF THE KNOWLEDGE HONED HERE, YOU WILL
HAVE THE NEW CHALLENGE OF FINDING A BALANCE BETWEEN
CONSUMPTION AND SAVINGS.

AMIDST THE MANY CHANGES ABOUT TO OCCUR IN YOUR LIVES WILL BE
FRUSTRATIONS THAT YOU ARE NOT IN CONTROL OF EVENTS. IN MY
YOUNG ADULT LIFE I WAS PRIVILEGED TO HAVE A WISE OLDER
COUNCILOR WHO SAT ME DOWN TO LISTEN TO HIS ADVICE ON THE
CONSERVATION OF ENEMIES. HE HAD NOTED MY LACK OF PATIENCE IN
DEALING WITH THE MANY CHALLENGES AROUND ME. HE NOTED THAT 1
EXPENDED A LOT OF ENERGY IN ANGER, IN CHALLENGING THOSE WHO
STOOD IN MY PATH. HE OBSERVED THAT I EXPENDED ENERGY IN EVERY
ONE OF THOSE FIGHTS, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT ALWAYS EFFECTIVE USE OF
ENERGY. HE URGED ME TO SELECT MY BATTLES MORE CAREFULLY —-TO
QUICKLY FIGHT IF THE ISSUE WAS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE AND TO
DELIVER BLOWS THAT WOULD BE REMEMBERED. BUT IN THE VASTLY
LARGER INSTANCES WHEN PRINCIPLE WAS NOT AT STAKE, TO SEEK
SOLUTIONS OTHER THAN ANGER AND CONFRONTATION. I CANNOT
HONESTLY TELL YOU THAT I HAVE ALWAYS FOLLOWED HIS ADVICE IN THE
ENSUING FORTY-FIVE YEARS, BUT I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT I HAVE
USUALLY REGRETTED THE OCCASIONS WHEN I DID NOT.

EARLIER I OUTLINED THE SIMPLE GOAL OF LEAVING THIS A BETTER
WORLD. OFTEN THAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY SMALL STEPS. TAKE
TIME TO MENTOR THOSE WHO ARE YOUNGER OR LESS FORTUNATE.
PRESERVE TIME FOR FAMILY AND FOR THE CREATION OF ENDURING
FRIENDSHIPS. AS YOU LOOK BACK ON A LIFE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT, AND
OCCASIONAL FAILURES, YOU WILL NEVER REGRET THE TIME SPENT ON
FAMILY AND FRIENDSHIP. FOR MOST OF YOU, FROM THIS POINT FORWARD
YOUR GPA HERE WILL NOT MATTER, BUT THE FRIENDSHIPS YOU HAVE
CREATED WILL.

IN THIS TURBULENT WORLD YOU ARE ABOUT TO ASSAULT, THERE WILL BE
SETBACKS AS WELL AS SUCCESSES. COPING WITH THE PACE OF CHANGE
WILL OCCASIONALLY BE DAUNTING — SELF DOUBTS NATURALLY ARISE ON



SUCH OCCASIONS AND CAN EASILY GIVE WAY TO DEPRESSION. IT IS
IMPORTANT WHEN THIS OCCURS TO FIND YOUR BEDROCK, TO TOUCH
THAT WHICH IS CLEAR AND CERTAIN, TO FIND COMFORT IN FAMILIAR
SURROUNDINGS. REMEMBER ESPECIALLY ON THOSE OCCASIONS, AS
WELL AS ON HAPPIER ONES, THAT THIS UNIVERSITY WILL ALWAYS BE
HOME TO YOU, A PLACE WHERE MOST OF YOU WERE YOUNG, VIBRANT,
OCCASIONALLY UNCERTAIN, WHERE YOU GREW UNBELIEVABLY. WHEN
YOU NEED THAT SOLACE, COME HOME TO THIS CAMPUS WHERE YOU
WILL ALWAYS HAVE ROOTS.

MAY THE CHALLENGES AHEAD ALWAYS BE OPPORTUNITIES AND YOUR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS ONES IN WHICH WE WILL ALL BASK. ALL THE BEST
FOR THE EXCITING FUTURE WE SHARE.



